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1st Grade 
“How-to” Book Rubric 

 

  

Genre Chart 
“How-to” Book 

4 
Exceeded Goal 

3 
Accomplished 

Goal 

2 
Just Beginning 

1 
Hasn’t Started 

Has one clear topic 
 
 
 
 
 

Has a strong 
topic 

Has a clear topic Topic is unclear Discusses many 
topics 

Gives instructions in 
correct order 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Gives 
instructions in 

correct order with 
a lot of detail 

Gives 
instructions in 
correct order 

Some of the 
instructions are in 

order 

Does not tell 
reader how to 

make something 

Uses linking words 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linking words 
link ideas 

Uses linking 
words 

Linking word is 
unclear 

Does not use 
linking words 

Ends with a 
description of final 

product  
 
 
 
 
 

Paints a picture 
of the final 

product using 
important details 

Ends with a 
description of 
final produce 

Description of 
product is not 

clear 

Does not describe 
final product 
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First Grade  
How-to Rubric                   Name:________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Has one clear 
topic 

Uses linking words 

Ends with a 
description 

Gives instruction 
in order  

Student 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

      
 
      
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

      

Teacher 
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 How-to 
Lesson 1 

Name ///////////// 

My Topic List 
 

/ ////////////// 
/ ////////////// 
/ ////////////// 
/ ////////////// 
/ ////////////// 
/ ////////////// 
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1st Grade  
Revision: How-to 

 
Name:     Date:  
 

Rubric Score 
Student  Teacher Genre Chart 

 
 
     Has one clear topic 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
     Gives instructions in correct order 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
     Uses linking words 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
     Ends with a description of final product 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
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How-to 
Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Think about one of your favorite foods.   
 
Write a paragraph describing how to make this food.  
 
Make sure you have everything from the Genre Chart. 
 
 
 
 

How-to Genre Chart 
• Has one clear topic 

 
• Gives instructions in correct order 

 
• Uses linking words 

 
• Ends with a description of final 

product 
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How-to 
Social Studies Connection 

 
A Trip to Make Apple Pie 

Ingredient Transportation Country/State Continent 
    
          

eggs 
 

   

   
         cinnamon 

 

   

        
milk 

 

   

       
     salt 

 

   

              
    sugar 

 

   

              
 apples 

 

   

 
How many continents are there on Earth?   
 
How many continents did the girl visit while she collected her ingredients?   
 
What are the names of all the continents?   
 
  
 
Where is the island of Sri Lanka located?   
 
Which state did the girl visit for apples?   

 


